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mapped to MedDRA Preferred Terms with BioPortal and ICD9Data.com. Focus was 
limited to EudraVigilance Important Medical Event ADRs. Evaluate Pharma (evalu-
ategroup.com) provided usage data. From January 2011 through December 2013, 
either the most costly “primary suspect” ADR or outcome cost was assigned to each 
case report. Individual report costs were summed for each drug and then divided 
by exposure rates to obtain downstream costs per patient. Eight drugs prescribed 
to treat multiple sclerosis (MS) were analyzed in detail. RESULTS: From lowest to 
highest, average downstream costs per patient exposed were: glatiramer acetate 
($86); dalfampridine ($248); interferon beta-1b ($404); dimethyl fumarate ($552); 
fingolimod ($563); interferon beta-1a (Avonex) ($1,045); interferon beta-1a (Rebif) 
($1,419); and natalizumab ($2,345). It should be noted that under reporting to FAERS 
may result in under estimation of the costs above. CONCLUSIONS: Post-marketing 
ADRs and poor outcomes represent a significant safety issue and cost burden for 
the healthcare industry. The method outlined here used post-marketing data and 
specific cost estimates to compare serious side effect costs across MS drugs. Future 
work may include analyzing other drug classes and using claims data for ADR and 
outcome frequency estimates.
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OBJECTIVES: Compare patient characteristics and frequency of diagnoses between 
high-cost and non‒high-cost MS patients receiving DMDs. METHODS: MS patients 
(aged 18–63; ≥ 1 MS diagnosis claim:ICD-9-CM:340.xx) with ≥ 1 DMD claim (first 
claim= index date) and continuous eligibility 12 months pre- and post-index were 
identified from a random sample of 5 million lives in the IMS LifeLink Plus database 
from 1/1/2007–6/30/2012. Patients with all-cause total costs (excluding DMD costs) 
≥ 75th percentile were considered high-cost. Diagnoses potentially associated 
with costs (“condition indicators”) were grouped into three domains: MS-related 
conditions (e.g., disability), Clinical Classification System (CCS) code categories 
(e.g., gastrointestinal), Charlson-Deyo comorbidities. Fisher and Wilcoxon tests 
were used in unadjusted statistical comparisons. Logistic regression was used to 
evaluate likelihood of being a high-cost patient. Covariates included demograph-
ics, condition indicators, dalfampridine use, newly initiating DMDs and adher-
ence. RESULTS: Analysis included 24,815 patients. 75th percentile for high-cost 
status was $11,740, yielding 6207 high-cost and 18,608 non‒high-cost patients 
(mean age:46.3 vs 44.2, respectively; p< 0.001). In unadjusted analyses, percentage 
of patients with each condition indicator was statistically significantly higher in 
the high-cost group (p< 0.05). In logistic regression analyses, age and sex were 
not consistently predictive of being high-cost. High counts of conditions within 
each domain (e.g., ≥ 5 MS-related conditions: odds ratio [OR]:5.801; p< 0.0001) and 
selected individual conditions (e.g., disability: OR:1.809; p< 0.0001) were associ-
ated with significantly higher likelihood of being high-cost. Dalfampridine use, 
a symptomatic agent, was also significantly associated with being high-cost 
(OR:5.744–6.062 across specifications; p< 0.0001). Conversely, better adherence 
(medication possession ratio ≥ 80%) and newly initiating DMDs were associated 
with lower likelihood of being high-cost (OR:0.570–0.594 and 0.850–0.898 across 
specifications, respectively; all p< 0.01). CONCLUSIONS: MS-related conditions, 
CCS categories and Charlson-Deyo comorbidities were independently associated 
with high costs. Interventions targeting individuals affected by key conditions 
may be important for reducing costs and disease burden.
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OBJECTIVES: Generalized convulsive seizures (GCS), including clonic, myoclonic, 
and tonic-clonic seizures, account for 40% of epilepsy seizures. Patients with GCS, 
especially uncontrolled disease, may accrue significant healthcare resource utiliza-
tion and associated costs. These parameters were estimated in adult patients with 
GCS. METHODS: Adults (≥ 18 years) with ≥ 2 GCS claims (ICD-9 code: 345.1x) 30 days 
apart during index year were identified from OptumInsight® claims database (2011-
2013). Continuous enrollment in their US healthcare plan (medical and pharmacy 
benefit) for ≥ 1 year before and after index date was required. Eligible patients were 
categorized as having stable disease (no change in anti-epileptic drug [AED] over 
12 months) or uncontrolled disease (added AED to an existing regimen). Index date 
was selected during calendar year 2012 (stable disease, convenience date; uncon-
trolled disease, date of additional AED initiation). Pharmacy and medical claims 
during post-index year were used to estimate overall and epilepsy-related resource 
utilization and costs. Analysis of covariance was used to compare outcomes after 
adjusting for baseline differences between groups. RESULTS: Annual estimates 
were based on 1,201 patients (1,067 stable/134 uncontrolled): mean age, 40 years; 
female sex, 54%/55%; and mean Charlson comorbidity index, 0.70/0.90. Inpatient 
and outpatient ER rates were 15.6% (epilepsy-related 10.6%) and 32.0% (epilepsy-
related 15.9%) for stable patients, and 23.9% (epilepsy-related 22.4%) and 42.5% 
(epilepsy-related 27.6%) for uncontrolled patients. Associated mean costs were 
substantially less for stable ($16,487; epilepsy-related, $6,570) than uncontrolled 
($30,648; epilepsy-related, $16,102) patients. After adjusting for baseline characteris-
tics, the difference was significantly less: $10,928 (P= 0.0006); epilepsy-related $8,769 
(P< 0.0001). CONCLUSIONS: Patients with uncontrolled GCS accrue significantly 
more healthcare resource utilization. Uncontrolled GCS patents have considerably 
higher costs for both total and epilepsy related than stable patients (39%, total 
overall annual costs, 57%, epilepsy related). Early and effective disease manage-
ment of patients with uncontrolled GCS may mitigate the high economic burden.
estimated budget impact of adding peginterferon beta-1a to the formulary was 
negative for the first 5 years: in 2014, with a treatment share of 3.0%, the estimated 
budget decrease was 0.07% of the total annual costs for DMT-related and relapse 
treatment costs and a decrease of $0.005 per member per month (PMPM); in 2018, 
with a treatment share of 7%, the estimated budget decrease was 0.23% of the 
total annual costs and a decrease of $0.014 PMPM. Sensitivity analyses showed 
that the model was most sensitive to the acquisition costs of peginterferon beta-
1a. CONCLUSIONS: Under model assumptions for market shares, adding peginter-
feron beta-1a to the MCO formulary would result in a small decrease in MCO costs 
for patients with relapsing forms of MS.
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OBJECTIVES: To estimate the budget impact of sugammadex within a typical US 
hospital. METHODS: A model was developed to evaluate budget impact of using 
sugammadex instead of neostigmine or spontaneous reversal in a subset of hospital 
procedures. Sugammadex utilization was projected to be highest in procedures 
with deep neuromuscular block (NMB) throughout, and patients at elevated risk of 
post-operative respiratory complications. Inputs included costs of NMB and reversal 
agents, operating room (OR) procedure time, value of OR time, risks and costs of 
residual neuromuscular blockade (RNMB) and associated complications, and reduc-
tions in RNMB with sugammadex use. Because trials have shown sugammadex’s 
impact on OR time and RNMB varies by whether full neuromuscular recovery (train-
of-four [TOF] ratio ≥ 0.9) is verified prior to extubation in the OR, two scenarios were 
modeled, evaluating when recovery to TOF ≥ 0.9 is verified prior to extubation and 
when it is not. RESULTS: When all patients are verified to have full neuromuscular 
recovery (TOF ≥ 0.9, no RNMB) prior to extubation, sugammadex saved an average 
of 24 minutes in the OR per procedure, with a net cost savings provided at least 10% 
of OR time saved can be converted to increased throughput. When no patients are 
verified to have full recovery prior to extubation, sugammadex saved 1 minute in the 
OR per procedure; while reducing the risk of RNMB from 47% to 3%. The incidence of 
post-operative aspiration, hypoxemia, muscle weakness or upper airway obstruction 
was reduced from 86 per 100 procedures, to 36 per 100 among patients receiving 
sugammadex, at an average incremental cost of $66 per procedure. CONCLUSIONS: 
Budget impact of sugammadex was found to vary according to practices for neu-
romuscular monitoring and extubation. Use of sugammadex can ameliorate the 
current trade-off between OR efficiency and occurrence of RNMB when utilizing 
neostigmine or spontaneous reversal.
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OBJECTIVES: Currently the clinical protocols for the treatment of relapsing-
remitting multiple sclerosis of the public sector in Brazil do not differentiate the 
interferonβ options available (Avonex®, Betaferon® or Rebif®). Considering the data 
presented in a meta-analysis by Filippini et al in 2013, a budget impact analysis 
was developed to understand the impacts of recommending the use of Rebif® as 
the interferon of choice. METHODS: A transition model was developed under the 
assumption that patients experiencing a relapse would have a 50% chance of switch-
ing to another line of therapy. Each treatment relapse rate was calculated from the 
Philippini 2013 meta-analysis information regarding the risk of having a relapse 
in 24months, using the formulae developed by Zhang and Yu, 1998. Such formula 
calculates the relative risk from odds ratio information using the “assumed control 
risk”, which was calculated by the pondered average rate of relapses occurring in 
all related trials’ placebo arms. Only 2014 direct medical costs were considered, 
including medications and hospital costs obtained at the DATASUS database. The 
number of patients was estimated by the number of treatments provided at the year 
of 2014, and the time horizon was defined as 5 years. Market shares were calculated 
from the 2014 public purchases information and the compared scenarios were the 
current practice versus an alternative scenario where Rebif® was considered the 
interferon of choice. RESULTS: Current scenario represents BRL1,288.32 million 
in first and second line medications, BRL219.00 million in third line medications, 
and BRL20.46 million in relapses’ acute care. Alternative scenario could represent 
BRL1,300.51 million in first and second line medications, BRL201.16 million in third 
line medications and BRL19.94 million in relapses’ acute care. CONCLUSIONS: Total 
savings with the new scenario were BRL 6.16 million, mainly by reducing relapses 
and delaying the start of more expensive third line medications.
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OBJECTIVES: Adverse Drug Reactions (ADRs) and outcomes observed during homog-
enous pre-approval clinical trials frequently do not correlate with real-world expe-
rience. The substantial costs associated with ADRs and poor outcomes represent 
a significant burden to the healthcare system. Frequency estimates coupled with 
specific ADR and outcome costs may provide a way to compare downstream impact. 
This study sought to estimate the post-marketing costs associated with ADRs and 
outcomes for individual drugs by combining: 1) ADR and outcome-specific costs, 2) 
data from the FDA’s Adverse Event Reporting database (FAERS), and 3) drug usage 
information. METHODS: ADR and outcome data were obtained from FAERS. ADR 
and outcome costs were obtained from AHRQ. ICD-9 codes for ADR costs were 
